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If not now, when?
If not me, who?
By Rick Hoegberg

Now is the time for all good folk to
come to the aid of the Libertarian par-
ty. As you may know, we in this Gar-
den State are relatively blessed with a
mere 800 signature requirement for
getting our presidential candidate on
the November ballot. Only Tennesse
(the Volunteer state) has a less onerous
requirement of 275.

By contrast, many states require our
noble party to deal with such stagger-
ingly dispiriting goals as 20 or 30,000!
Worse, 30,000 net means 45,000 to get
a safety margin for invalid signatures.
That’s a lot of work.

Should or can we help? The answer
to both questions is YES. After all, it’s
not enough that Ron Paul appear on
the ballot in NJ. We'’re sitting pretty,
but nearby in other states, they've a
long way to go.

I spoke with Paul Jacob the other
day. He’s in charge of the national bal-
lot access effort. He was delighted by
my suggestion that there are sure to be
libertarians here in NJ, willing to ven-
ture to other nearby states for one or
two weekends and help collect signa-
tures.

So how about it? Yes it’s a damned
statist obstacle and approaching
strangers for a signature to put a 3rd
party candidate on the ballot isn’t easy.
That’s the negative way to look at it.
Dwell on it long enough and it’s easy
to give up.

OR

This can be looked on as an adven-
ture with some fellow libertarian
friends to another place where we can
meet other libertarian friends, help
them out & have fun furthering our vi-
sion.

Here & now, I'm publicly commit-
ting to at least 2 weekends of effort, on

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 19-25-- Foundation for Economic
Education (FEE) week long seminar,
Irvington-on-Hudson, New York
($500). Call 914/591~7230.

July 3-- NJLP Annual Picnic and
General Meeting, 1:00 PM to ??? at
254 Tennent Road in Morganville

({Flynn's home). General meeting
scheduled for 3:00 PM.

July 28-31-- FEE "weekend seminar
($150) .

August 7-13-- 4th World Conference

of Libertarian International in
Mbabane, Swaziland. For information
write Libertarian International,
9308 Farmington Drive, Richmond, VA
23229 or call 804/740-6932.

the condition that at least 3 other peo-
ple also step forward for each week-
end. Your commitment will be that you
are able and willing, to go with me to
PA, NY, DE, MD, or any state in New
England. We’ll meet & stay with other
libertarians, while we collect signa-
tures. I’ll be organizing contacts etc
based on those commitments.

We're talking Responsibitity, Dedica-
tion, Commitment and Gumption. The
cause is worth your while, This is self
interest, not altruism. Let’s do it. Call
me at home (201) 560 9773 or work
(201) 834 1279.
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NEW JERSEY LIBERTARIAN PARTY MEMBERSHIP FORM

Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Telephone: (H or B)
[]1 llive in the municipality of

[] 1am elgible to vote in county.
{] !am registered to vote in NJ.
[1 Please do not include my name if the NJLP list is rented to other organizations.

NAPDues Membership Category

[] $300.00
(] 200.00
[] 50.00
{] 35.00
[] 15.00
[] 500

Lifetime Sustaining [] I would like to contribute: §

Lifetime {] $15.00 Libertarian National Party Dues (one year).

Sustaining [] NJ Libertarian susbscription only, $10.00.

Supporting [] 1am not the first member at this mailing address, and do not
Regular wish to receive the newslatter. ($10.00 may be deducted from the
Student (School: ) Regular membership dues only.)

“I hereby certify that | do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means of achieving political or

social goails.”
X

Date:

(Signature indicating acceptance of above statement is required for membership)

NJLP Bylaws require that members either live or work in NJ.
Make checks payable and return to: NJLP, PO Box 56, Tennent, NJ 07763

That’s
Democracy!

Democracy does not
contain any force which
will check the constant
tendency to put more
and more on the public
payroll. The state is like
a hive of bees in which
the drones multiply and
starve the workers so
the idlers will consume
the food and the workers
will perish. — Plato

Why we’re losing
the war on drugs

By Kurt S—éhmoka

Has the time come to add America’s “war un drugs” to the lony
list of history’s tullies? In the view of historian Barbara Tuch-
man, to qualify as folly, a policy must not only be unsuccesstul, it
must also be plainly against the interests of those in whose name
it is being carried out. And folly has one more characteristic:
Nobody wants to recognize it.

Whether the drug policies of the United States have reached
the point of folly, 'm not prepared to say. But this much seems
apparent: Political maturity, intellectual honesty, and justifiuble
concern about drug-related violence make raising the question
long overdue.

'This is why 1 asked the U.S. Conference of Mayors last month
1o adopt a resolution calling upen Congress to hold hearings on
whether to decriminalize narcotics. '

"The details -— which deugs would be legalized, and how and by
whom they could be purchased — would be lett Lo Cougress and
state legislatures to decide alter tirst concluding on the basis of
research and testimony that some form of decriminalization is
warranted.

Muny who oppose decriminalization argue that it will serve as

See WAR...Pg. 3
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in open invitation to use drugs. If
there is evidence to that effect,
then it should be dispassionately
presented to Congress snd other
policymakers, but it should not
stand in the way of a public debate
about decriminalization.

*-The time has come to admit
that the emperor has no clothes.
The war on drugs is being lost,
aotwithstanding President Rea-
gan’s recent claim that we are dig-
ging our way out. And continuing
our present policy — even with
more money — is unlikely to make
dny difference.

* There are three basic arguments
in favor of decriminalization: lib-
artarianism, economics, and
Bealth. I don’t subscribe to the lib-
artarian view that pecple should
Have a right to injure themselves
with drugs if they so choose. Drugs
- even if decriminalized — also
nose a danger to third parties. But
the other two arguments are com-
pelling enough for Congress at
least to study the question.

" ® Economics. Just as Prohibi-
tfon banned something millions of
peaple want, our current drug laws
miake it illegal to possess a com-
modity that is in very high de-
mgnd. As a result, the price of that
commodity has soared far beyond
ifs true cost.

~"This has led to enormous profits
‘rom illegal drugs and turned drug
trafficking into the criminal enter-
arise of choice for pushers and
manufacturers alike.

« I know this because for more
than seven years I made a living
gutting people in jail. A3 an assist-
ant U S, attorney, and later state’s
ittorney for Baltimore, I prosecut-
«l and won convictions against
*housands of defendants for drug-
related crimes. Those crimes in-
cluded murder of police officers
and civilians; the victims included
‘inocent bystanders and children

caught up in criminal enterprises
whose danger they could never ap-
preciate.

During my years as a prosecu-
tor, as I watched drug crime
change the character of America’s
cities, I learned some important
lessons.

First, drug traffickers — no
matter how high-up or hew venal
— care very little about the sanc-
tions of the criminal justice sys-
tem. Going to jail is just part of the
cost of doing tusiness. It's a nui-
sance, not a deterrent.

Second, drug dealers fear one
another far more than they fear
law enforcement officials. They
know that the police must give
them due process, but competing
drug dealers will kill them at a mo-
ment’s notice.

Finally, profit is the engine driv-
ing drug trafficking. Neither
criminal sanctions nor even the
competitive business practices
(murder, extortion, kidnapping) of
their fellow dealers have much, if
any, effect on people who trade in
drugs.

But take the profit out of their
enterprise — and you'll get their
attention. Perhaps it's time to
fight the crime epidemic associat-
ed with drug trafficking by com-
municating with the drug under-
ground in the only language they
understand: Money.

Decriminalization would take
the profit out of drugs and greatly
reduce, if not eliminate, the drug-
related violence that is currently
plaguing our streets. Decriminal-
ization will not sclve this country’s
drug abuse problem, but it could
solve our most intractable crime
problem.

It is very easy for people living
in communities where drugs are
not a problem (and those are be-
coming fewer all the time), o ar-
gue that drug-related violence can-
not justify decriminalization. But
if you have to live with that vio-

lence day in and day out — as mil-
lions of people in large urban areas
do — and live in terror of being
gunned down, robbed or assaulted,
or having the same occur to one of
your loved ones, you soon start
wanting results.

Taking the profit out of drugs
would have a detrimental impact
on those who are now producing
and selling drugs. Drug lords
would no longer rizk prison for a
commedity that was not making
them profit.

® Health. Some will argue that
the public health risks from drugs
will only worsen if they are de-

criminalized. Again, this is a ques-
tion Congress would need to re-
solve, but there is every reason to
believe that decriminalization
would improve public health.

First, violent crime associated
with illegal sale of drugs would fall
dramatically. For those who doubt
that, imagine how viclent crime
would increase if we once again
made the use and sale of alcohol
illegal.

Secondly, decriminalization
would ailow us to redirect billions
of daollars now used for interdic-
tion and enforcement, toward pre-
vention and treatment.

Smoking kills over 300,000 peo-
ple every year, but we have made
the policy decision to treat tobacco
as a health problem, not a crime
problem, and we are making real
progress. The number of people
smoking continues to fall because
of a concerted public education
campaign about the health effects
of amoking.

There is a no reason that we
could not do the same with drugs.
And then we could find the money
we need to educate our young peo-
ple on the harmful effects of drugs
and treat those who are currently
addicted, instead of engaging in a
wildly expensive cat-and-mouse

game that the mouse is winning 90
percent of the time.

To make matters worse, the
Reagan administration has con-
tinuously tried to cut drug pro-
grams aimed at the preventicn and
treatment of drug abuse. It was
Congress, through its passage of
the anti-drug abuse act of 1986,
that enabled the United States to
make an even modestly credible
effort to treat and prevent drug
abuse. But it is doubtful that even
the effort of Congress will make
much difference. Several hundred
million dollars to fight the health
effects of an enterprise earning
billions is not sufficient. Only by
applying a substantial portion of
the more than three billion doilars
invested in the total federal drug
program can we begin to treat
those currently addicted — many
of whom now have AIDS — and
properly educate our children
about the harmful effects of drugs

Many political and opinion
leaders will resist the notion that
our current drug policy is folly,
and perhaps they’re right. But all
the signs are there: We're spending
billions of dollars in an efort that
is enriching the very people we're
trying to stop. And in the mean-
time, millions of people continue
to use drugs and millions more
have lost all confidence that they
can live securely in their neighbor-
hoods.

It takes great maturity and will-
power for a society to step back
from a policy that on the surface
seems noble and justified, but in
reality has only compounded the
problem it is attempting to solve.
On the subject of drugs, such ma-
turity and willpower may now be
in order. At the very least, we need
a sober national debate on the sub-
ject.

Kurt Schmcke is the mayor of Balti-

more. ?
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NJLP STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
By Len Flynn

On June 7, 1988 the NJLP
Steering Committee met at Farrell's
Ice Cream Parlour in East Brunswick.
Present were Karlan, Flynn, Maiullo,
Friedlander, Stewart, and Swirsky.
Absent were Zeldin and White.
Chairman Karlan called the meeting
to order at 7:30 P.M.

The members first discussed the
upcoming week's arrangements for the
Andre Marrou visit. Then Dan Karlan
suggested a NJLP Bylaws revision to
allow voice vote for uncontested
elections at the NJLP annual
convention. A Bylaws review showed
only Robert's Rules of Order, Newly
Revised as the authority for the
requirement; simply passing (2/3
vote) a motion to "suspend the
rules" could permit such actions by
the Convention.

Dan Maiullo reported that the
incorporation status for the NJLP
was presently "revoked" by the state
due to alleged past nonreporting. He
is investigating and will work to
restore the incorporation.

The group received a report from
Steve Friedlander about the NJLP
phone. He noted that it would cost
$26/month for listing in all N.J.
Bell white pages. The committee
unanimously passed a motion to
reiterate that the NJLP phone number
is to be placed in all N.J. phone
company white pages, Bell &
otherwise, at an aggregate cost not
to exceed $50/month. (One free
yellow pages listing in local phone
directory will also be made.)

Under new business the committee
unanimously passed four motions. The
group authorized spending up to $150
to reprint corrected NJLP tip cards
and also approved reprinting new
NJLP letterhead with matching
envelopes for up to $300. The
letterhead will primarily be used
for press releases this fall and
will contain names of NJLP officers.

The committee authorized the
newsletter editor to expedite
delivery of the newsletter to State
Committee members at her discretion.
(The U.S. Snail delivers the N.J.
Libertarian up to a month late to
New Jersey members by bulk rate!)

Finally, the group passed a
motion to "disavow all connection,
financial and otherwise, with the
June 9 functions involving Andre
Marrou and with all 1literature
pertaining thereto and/or purpor-
tedly authorized or representing the
NJLP." The purpose of this motion
was to correct an error of some
members in publicizing the event.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM.
The next NJLP meeting is the annual
picnic on July 3, 1988.

Bloomfield Life April 14, 1988

Says B.A.D.

coverage was bad
To the editor:

Your full-page pictorial on Operation
Bloomfield Against Drugs was big on
visual and emotional appeal, but seriously
lacking in factual content and journalistic
balance. This raises several important
questions.

First, how many children and parents
actually attended Operation B.A.D. this
year? If attendance is continuing to
decline, why didn’t Bloomfield Life report
this fact?

Second, did any medical doctors or
scientists address the audience as part of
the program? If not, why not? Wouldn't
doctors and scientists provide more valid
drug information than a football coach, a
ventriloquist or a disc jockey from radio
station Z-100? Wouldn't drug warnings
from doctors and scientists be more credi-
blke than drug warnings from narcotics of-
ficers, who might be suspected of courting
public support for the drug laws in ordec
10 guarantee their own job security?

Finally, why did Bloomfield Life
neglect to mention the presence of ac
tivists from the National Organization for
the Reform of Maryuana Laws — or the
fact that these NORML members were
harassed by the Bloomfield Police, in-
sulted by organizers of the program, and
prevented from distributing literature at
the door to Carteret School? Drug pro-
hibition has failed to keep drugs away
from children, and increased penalties
have only made drug dealing more pro-
fitable by driving prices up. .

Since the NORML members were not
advocating drug use, but advocating
change in the laws, why did these people
get such a hostide reception? Doesn’t this
conflict indicate that at least some
organizers of Operation B.AD. are
primarily interested in defending our
government's futile drug policy, rather
than educating our children against drug
abuse?

I would like to see Bloomfield Life pro-
vide some answers to my questions, and |
hope to see much better coverage of nexat
year’s Operation BA.D,

Richard L. Duprey

Burning Issues
June 1988

FROM




PETITION FROM THE CITIZENS OF NEW JERSEY TO ASSEMBLY SPEAKER
CHUCK HARDWICK

Whereas, the Federal budget deficit constitutes the single greatest threat to
the future economic well-being of the United States, and

Whereas, Congress has consistently refused to pass a balanced budget amendment
to the Constitution which would compell Congress to end its unconscionable
violation of the public trust through irresponsible deficit spending, and

Whereas, the only way Congress will be compelled to pass a balanced budget
amendment is through the threat of a Constitutional Convention

Therefore be it resolved that we the undersigned citizens of the state of New
Jersey urge the Speaker of the Assembly to use all the powers invested in him
as Speaker to secure the passage of Assembly Concurrent Resolution 22 calling
for a Timited constitutional convention to enact a balanced budget amendment.

NAME ADDRESS

3250n
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The Cost of Prohibition
To the Editor:

The majority report of the law re-
form committtee of the New York
County Luawyers' Assuciation, made
public last August, is to my knowl-
edge, the first bar asseciation report
to endorse legalizatioh (nonprescrip-
tion adult avaifability) of the main
illegal drugs, sach as cocaine and
heroin. 1t also appears (o be tie st
and only systemutic  cost-benefit
analysis of drug prohibition.

The committes argues that drug
prohibition causes about 7,000 deaths
a year, through drug crime, acquired
tmumune  deliciency  syndrome and
puisoned drags; and $80 billion in eco-
nomic loss, through Jdrag price infla-
tion and enforcement costs, The com-
mittee further argaes that the bone-
fits of drug prohlibition are unknown,
but probably minimal. The report
challenges  supporters of cciminal
drug laws to “‘present evidence that
prohibition prevents more harm than
it causes.” No one has done so.

The argument that we should not
legalize drups because we are not
certain about what would happen
seenis the last retuge of « prehibition-
ist. Protubition itself was passed with
hitle understanding of ity bhkely ef-
fects. But now we know it wis & disas-
ter. Besides, we do know that drugs
were frocly avalabide i the tath cen-
iy and were not a menace to soci-
ety, uccording (o daward Brecher in
“Licit and Mbcir Drups,” by the edi-

; tors of Consumer Repot (s,

And i Iwdicestury  England,
where ophun was widely available,
“incapacity frooe use of oplum was
nut seen as o problem of such fre-
quency and severiiy as to be a leading
cause tor sucial anxiely,” according
to the historians Virginia Beredge
and Goiffuh Edwards ne COpium and
the Peuple’ (QY87). Stanton Peele,
drug-gouse expert, notes that “lor
most of human history, cvea under
cunditions of ready aceess to the most
putent of dragu, people and societies
have v egulated their drog use without
requinng  massive education, fegal
and mterdiction carnpatpans’” (Jour-
nad of Drug Issaes, spring, 1987).

Druy, prohitation couts pearly $10
bilhon vui of pocket cach year, im-
prisons 70,000 Ameewcans and by
stimulating street crumne, causes the
deaths of thousands of Americans
cach year. Yet supporters of prolubi-
tion are pnable to cxpiany what bene-
fits we derive frem s policy. Thus,
it is not surprising that e notivn of
legalizng drags ts Tiadly being taken
sericusly. And none toe soon. In 1o-
day’s America, o mavijuana sced will
gol your boal seized without a hear-
g whe police can hispect your it
mate  pnivate  property (garbage)
withoul a warrant, and a military
tramed o sboot first wnd ask gues-
tions Lite 1 s about W join the war on
drugs. JAMES D5TROWSKG

Vice Chatvman, Cununistiec on Law

Retform, NY. Coumy Lawyers Assn.

New York, May 17, iuss
L]
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PROPER CREDIT. IF YOU PLEASE
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Here's 1o the Thinkersl
Draise them forever.

Glorilq theml

va' ue enshrine them for
Wr'ihnq ol conquest and lailure --
O‘ Leuu'q Q”‘J 'endcl‘lless
Of love and hate

Of qlorq and pain

Of science, llleoloqq

And philosop":q's answers

To su“er’mq and pain --

Of the depths of man's soul
And the heights of his genius.
Here's to the Thinkers --

i you pleasc‘

Here's to the lanovatorsl
Praise them forever

Crown theml

Lel us nol frown on their
Moble endeavors ol 'scopinq
/\\nd theie groping ter the answers fo
pr’o“ems of orbifs and :qcles .-
Of black holes and novas

Of airplanes and rockets

Of molions of planels

O{ expansion of worlds

Ol cosmical theories.

Here's to the innovatory --

If you p|euse.

here.s to the Copiialisfsl

Praise them {orever.

New York Times

June 2, 1988

/&/¥enay

THE VILLACE EDIT/Don
itnkle/Box/
205/Green Village/NJ

Name theml

Let us not shame them for
Raising our standard of living --

Of Lrea”linq and {eelinq

Of builqu and h'avuliuq

Of drinking and eating

Ol wriling and reading

O{ wal(inq and sleepinq

Of countless technolugies

Of making life’s sorry exisfence
A sojourn of relative ease.
Here's 1o the Capiialisfs -

I you please.

Here's to the Statistsl
Shame them forever.

Name theml

Give them their due for

§|orvinq the people; for murder
And plunder and mayhem and qore.
Drown them forever in the lears of
The ages of hunger and torture
And piIeJ-up bodies

Of their victims of merciless war.

To THEM goes the credil for
A world full ol evil

And the ominous speclre

()[ Lombs in the air
And o woeld on ils knevs
Here's fo the Statists --

i you pleose.

By Alicia Patti
FROM:

Freedom Network News
April/May 1988
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